TU BISHEVAT, the 15th of Shevat in the Hebrew calendar,

the biblical day for assessing the age of fruiting trees, is a sweet day of celebration for modern Israelis. Not so
for their Palestinian neighbors.

"Out in the country surrounding Ramallah, Israelis freely confiscate our land and build their gated heavily-
guarded settlements for 'Jewish occupation only'...an old grandmother in village dress fussing about the olive trees
of her family’s garden belongs to the olive tree every bit as much as the olive belongs to her; and both are part of
the essence of Palestine... Two infant olive trees peeking in from the right side of the frame are already bracing
themselves diagonally against the attack of the wind. Ob, if it were possible Jfor olive trees to know how to brace
themselves against the Israel; settlers' bulldozers..."

~From the diary of Palestinian painter Samia Halaby

The Torah commands: When you shall besiege a city...you shall not harm its trees, wield an axe against them...them
you shall not cut down...Contemporary soldiers do not need to wield axes. Modern machinery does the job in
minutes. Since October 2000, the Gaza Strip has been under total siege. In the town of Rafah alone, 4,400 people
were homeless, having watched the IDF demolish some 220 of their dwellings, most with their belongings still
in them. The recent wide bulldozer sweep on a freezing winter night has doubtless raised these figures considerably.
ALL THIS 1S JOINED BY THE "RAZING” OF CULTIVATED FIELDS, THE MASSIVE UPROOTING OF [olive and fruit
tree] PLANTATIONS, THE DESTRUCTION OF HOTBEDS. 1,749 DUNAMS OF AGRICULTURAL FIELDS AND THREE
MAIN WATER-WELLS WERE DESTROYED.

Coupled with the confiscation of land is confiscation of water resources. Israel exercises strict control over water
in the occupied territories and uses 85% of the available Palestinian groundwater. Israeli settlers consume at
least 4 times the Palestinians per capita water consumption. Almost every Israeli settlement has a swimming
pool, while in Hebron, several hospitals and nursing homes have running water only one day a week.

"No Jewish settler needs to worry about running out of water, while thousands living in Palestinian towns and
villages have no running water for days at a stretch during summer. When there is no running water in our
building, I drive to Jerusalem to Jll my water bottles and do my laundry. My [Palestinian] neighbors would need
a permit to enter Jerusalem.”

~Amira Hass, an Israeli Jewish journalist living in Ramallah among Palestinian neighbors.

Meanwhile, experts warn of oncoming disaster: the depletion and pollution of unrenewable waters in the few
aquifers beneath this arid land, home to two peoples.

"WE HAVE TO TELL THE EUROPEANS, THE WHOLE WORLD, THAT OPPOSING THE OCCUPATION 1S NOT
ANTISEMITISM. 1T 1S NOT ANTISEMITISM TO CRY OUT AGAINST THE DEMOLITION OF HOUSES
AND THE DESTRUCTION OF FIELDS AND ORCHARDS AND THE TIGHT CLOSURES AND SIEGES
WHICH MAKE EVERY PALESTINIAN VILLAGE AND TOWN INTO A PRISON CAMP...WE HAVE
TO SAY OUT LOUD THAT OUR GOVERNMENT 1S COMMITTING WAR CRIMES, TO SAY IT
CLEARLY AND EXPLICITLY AND REPEAT IT AGAIN AND AGAIN.”

-SHULAMIT ALONI, FORMER KNESSET MEMBER,
EDUCATION MINISTER, WINNER OF THE ISRAEL 2000 PRIZE.

Women in Black is a network of women and allied men who oppose the use of violence and seek
peace with justice. For resources and information contact BayAreaWomeninBlack @earthlink.net

Contributions to support our work are always welcome.
Bay Area Women in Black, P.0. 8003, Berkeley, Ca. 94707

There are two other Women in Black groups in the Bay Area. Berkeley Women in Black stand every Friday
from 12:00-1:00 pm at Bancroft and Telegraph. San Francisco Women in Black holds a woman only vigil on
the first Friday of every month from 5:00-6:00 at Montgomery and Market Sts.
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