BAY AREA WOMEN IN BLACK

No Way Home
Please Help Avert Humanitarian Crisis at Gaza Border

On June 7, BAWIB along with Kehilla Synagogue hosted an event for Palestinian peace activist Husam
El Nounou, cofounder of the Gaza Community Mental Health Program, who, along with Rabbi Jeremy
Milgrom of Jerusalem were on a national speaking tour of the U.S. After we said our good-byes we
learned that Mr. El Nounou's worst fears about leaving his family in Gaza had come true.

On June 8, following the Hamas takeover, the Israeli government with tacit U.S. approval, closed the
border between Gaza and Israel, imposing a blockade of all people, food, medicine and commercial
goods from entering Gaza. Now, Husam and 2000 to 4000 Palestinians are stranded on the Egyptian
side of the border crossing with no way to get home and no idea when the border will open. They are
deeply worried about their families and friends from whom they are now separated.

Many Palestinians fled Gaza when the recent violence erupted and now want to go home. Some were
receiving medical treatment in Egypt. They are quickly swelling the nearby towns and villages and as
many as 1000 people without money for hotels are simply sleeping out in the open desert, according to
the UN agency for Palestinian refugees.

With the borders closed, the 1.4 million Palestinians inside Gaza are experiencing critically low food
and medical supplies. "Basic survival supplies in the Gaza Strip will not last more than a week," stated
Michael Williams, in a report submitted to the UN Security Council. Since it disengaged from Gaza in
2005, Israel has retained control over it's territorial waters, airspace and borders with Egypt.

Numerous Israeli and Palestinian human rights groups and UN agencies are making urgent appeals to
Israel and the U.S. to open Gaza's borders and avert further humanitarian disaster. Israel has resisted
calls by the UN to open the Karni crossing, the territories economic lifeline, citing security concerns.

"Humanitarian aid is neutral. It does not seek to confer any advantage on any party or imply any form
of political recognition," said European Union Aid Commissioner Louis Michel, adding that 30 million
euros of EU supplies and funds were "ready and waiting."
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WHAT CAN WE DO

Call or write your congressional representatives, ask for their senior staffer for foreign policy and direct
your message to them.

WHAT YOU CAN SAY:

| am deeply concerned about the growing humanitarian crisis in Gaza and along it's borders.

On June 8, Israel closed the border between Gaza and Israel and implemented a blockade of people,
food, fuel, medicine and commercial goods.

This has created a crisis for the 1.4 million Gazans who are trapped without the basic requirements for
survival. In addition, anywhere from 4-6 thousand Palestinians, many of whom fled the recent
violence, are stranded at the Rafah crossing in Egypt, separated from their families in Gaza and want
to return home.

WHAT YOU WANT YOUR REPRESENTATIVE TO DO:

| would like you, as my representative, to join Israeli human rights organizations in urging the State of
Israel to:

-Open the borders of Gaza to allow humanitarian necessities, food, fuel and medicines.
-Allow Gazans, many of whom recently fled the violence, to return home.
-Allow those whose lives are in danger to leave Gaza immediately.

-Allow the sick and injured access to needed medical treatment in Israel and Egypt.

Representative Barbara Lee
Washington Office - 202-225-9817
Oakland Office - 510.763.0370
e-mail address - http://lee.house.gov

Senator Barbara Boxer

Washington Office - 202-224.3553

San Francisco Office - 415.403.0100
e-mail address - http://boxer.senate.gov

Senator Dianne Feinstein

Washington Office - 202-224.3841

San Francisco Office - 415.393.0707
e-mail address - http://feinstein.senate.gov

Bay Area Women in Black are Jews and allies who stand against militaristic and fundamentalist leadership
in all countries, including our own. We wear black as a sign of mourning for all the Iraqi, Israeli and
Palestinian lives that have been lost as a result of war, militarization and violence. As part of the
international movement of Women in Black, we seek to transform women’s mourning for the dead into a
powerful refusal of the inevitability of war.

www.bayareawomeninblack.org
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